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Thursday, 15 January 2026 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

PANEL I: MODERNITY AND MODERNISM
Peter Adkins (University of Edinburgh): Oil and the Resources of British
Modernism
Asma Mehan (Texas Tech University): Early Petropoetics in Iran: Cultural
Narratives of Oil Extraction and Modernity 

PANEL II: FIRE AND FLICKER
Daniel Brandlechner (Universität Wien): Fire in Galicia: Early Petropoetics and
the Tustanowice Oil Fire of 1908
Lieven Ameel (University of Tampere): A “Flickering” Reading of Early Petro-
Modernity 

PANEL III: REGIONS AND REGIONALISMS
Jannis Buschky (Universität Konstanz): The Vanishing Indian and Vanishing
Oil: An Inverted Story in John Joseph Mathews’s Sundown (1934)
Sebastian Klinger (Universität Wien): Murnau in Galicia: Early Petrofilm’s
Cinematography 

PANEL IV: POLITICAL-POETICAL ECONOMIES AND ECOLOGIES
Rose FitzPatrick (Yale University): The Speculative Oil Poetics of the Early
Soviet Avant-Garde
James van Dyke (University of Missouri): Shell Oil and the Political
Confrontation of the Arts 

DRAMATIC READING, „ALLES IST DURCHDRUNGEN“
Olja Alvir & Léonce W. Lupette 
(Location: Literaturhaus Wien, Seidengasse 13, 1070 Wien)
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Friday, 16 January 2026 
PANEL V: VISUAL NARRATIVES 
Tobah Auckland-Peck (Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art): Lorries
and Galleries: The Environments of Petroleum Art Patronage in Britain
Bettina Egger (Universität Salzburg): Petropoetics in early comic strips:
Winsor McCay's Little Nemo in Slumberland and Frank King's Gasoline Alley
 
PANEL VI: LIBIDINAL ENERGIES
Darko Ilin (Univerza v Novi Gorici): Petro-Masculinities and Literary
Imagination in Interwar Yugoslavia: Antun Bonifačić’s Krv Majke Zemlje
(1935)
Anna Seidel (Universität Wien): Early Petrofeminities? Literary Imaginations of
the Feminine in Early Galician Petrofiction 
Valeska Bopp-Filimonov (Universität Jena) & Romanita Constantinescu
(Universität Heidelberg): Representing Natural and Social Horror: Petropoetics
of Possession in Geo Bogza's Poem petrolifer (1932)

PANEL VII: GLOBAL TRAJECTORIES 
Clemens Günther (Freie Universtät Berlin): From Baku to the World. The Oil
Tanker in Russian Imperial and Early Soviet Culture
Anne Kraume (Universität Konstanz): Crude Modernities: Literary
Infrastructures of Extraction in Early 20th-Century Latin America (1920–
1950)

NETWORK MEETING 
Location: Uni Wien Campus, Spitalgasse 2, Hof 3, 1090 Wien, Seminar Room 6
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